
 

 

PENNFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

REMOTELY BY ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCE 

March 2, 2021 @ 6:00PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Jon Bartlett called the meeting to order at 6:04pm. 

 

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 

Member Skelding led attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Members present: Jon Bartlett, Ken Hendrickson, Larry Skelding, Jack Pooler, Dave Vandlen and Brad 

Messenger. 

Members Excused: Judy Robinson 

Quorum was met. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Jen Bomba, Zoning Administrator; Barb Darlington, Deputy Supervisor.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE METING MINUTES  

Motion made by Dave Vandlen, support by Brad Messenger, to approve the February 2, 2021 Pennfield 

Charter Township Planning Commission meeting minutes.   

Roll call vote, motion carried.   

Jon Bartlett – Yes  Ken Hendrickson – Yes  Larry Skelding – Yes 

 Jack Pooler – Yes  Dave Vandlen – Yes  Brad Messenger – Yes  

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Chairman, Jon Bartlett, initiated discussion regarding the County-wide Parks Millage.  Pennfield Charter 

Township will receive approximately $24,000 annually for the next five years.  Chariman Bartlett noted that 

he would like to see the township pursue additional grant funds through the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources (MDNR), using the millage finds as match dollars.  In order to be eligible for MDNR 

grant funds, the township will need to have a current Parks and Recreation Plan approved by the MDNR.  

The township does have a current approved plan on file with the DNR that will expire at the end of 2021.   

Ms. Bomba reviewed the current plan document with members noting that the current plan provides a good 

foundation for making decisions regarding the use of the park millage funds.   

Member Skelding noted that the Township Board did pass a resolution at its last meeting to accept the 

funds and is considering who will lead the initiative.   

Chariman Bartlett noted that he favors the idea of focusing on the property around the water tower and the 

property owned by the Calhoun Conservation District.   



 

 

Member Messenger agreed that the water tower location would be a good place to start.  The idea of 

building a pavilion that could be reserved by township residents for picnics, reunions, etc would be a nice 

addition.  Mr. Messenger also likes the idea of clearing the Battle Creek River to make it more accessible 

for use but would need to understand the DNR rules for doing this type of work.   

Chairman Bartlett questioned if the township should create a parks commission to lead this work.  Member 

Messenger shared his belief that additional layers will overcomplicate the task.   

Chairman Bartlett suggested a focus to put forward to the Township Board.  Member Messenger indicated 

that Phase I could be construction of a pavilion, expansion of the disc golf course, and small playground at 

the water tower property.  Phase II might be creation of a mountain bike path.   

Member Pooler noted that the river is enticing but serves a smaller population of users.  He agrees that 

development at the water tower will serve more township residents.   

Ms. Bomba noted that it would be good to share these ideas with the Township Board, maybe at a joint 

meeting between the Board and the Planning Commission.  Member Skelding noted that he would share 

this idea at next week’s regularly scheduled Township Board meeting.  It was discussed that this meeting 

should not occur until budget discussions are finalized.                 

ZONING ADMINSOTRATOR REPORT 

Ms. Bomba gave a summary of zoning activities for the month of February.  A total of 2 fence/utility permits 

were approved, 1 building permit was approved for a manufactured home, one variance request will be 

heard at a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals on March 10th.  Various miscellaneous inquiries have 

come in that may result in further action needed.  Of specific note, Invenergy will be kicking off work on the 

solar project with tree clearing across the project site.    

 

MEMBER COMMENTS 

Member Hendrickson likes the focus discussed tonight for future parks projects.  

 

Member Pooler noted that he recently shared his thoughts on recycling with the Township Supervisor.  

Discussion of pedestrian traffic at the site of the new Dollar General took place. 

 

Member Skelding noted that the township could pursue an abandonment of Storkin to alleviate traffic 

congestion at this site.   

 

Member Vandlen noted that he would like to see improvements along Capital Avenue, west of the dog 

park. A sidewalk from the bus stop to the bus stop should be considered.  Ms. Darlington noted that the 

township is in the process of replacing the water main in his area and maybe a sidewalk could be part of 

that restoration work.  Ms. Darlington agreed to mention this to the Supervisor.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Chairman Bartlett announced that the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is scheduled 

for March 2, 2021 at 6pm.   

 



 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Jack Pooler, support by Larry Skelding, to adjourn the meeting. 

Voice vote, motion carried. 


